Beazer,
Age:

22

Nationality:

Canadian

Rank:

Flight/Sergeant

Unit:

No. 135 Squadron

Occupation:

Pilot

Service No:

R/121250

Birth:

20 June 1920
Creston, B.C.,
Canada

Home Town:

Beazer, Alberta,
Canada

Death:

22 March 1943

Mark Aulde

Drowned after Crash of Hawker Hurricane 5416
Near Sidney Island B.C., Canada

Burial:

Beazer Cemetery, Alberta, Canada
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Biography
Mark Beazer was the fifth child of a family of 11. After leaving high school with
90% of the credits required for senior matriculation he worked as bookkeeper
for his father, a farmer. His intention was to return to this work after the war.
Mark’s principal hobby was playing the saxophone and he had a moderate
interest in the typical sports of a Canadian boy. He applied to join the RCAF in
Calgary, in August 1941, when he was 21.
After his first medical for the RCAF, the medical officer reported him:
“Not unintelligent but slow individual. Hypertensive tendency. Do not think he
will learn quickly, but should make the grade”.
The President of the Board recorded:
“Wants pilot. Athletic. Very slow in speech and movement. Stolid farm boy.
Strong physically. No primary interest in flying but chose it because he thought
there was a ‘future’. Seems fairly intelligent. No nervousness. He may be good
but I think him doubtful because of slowness and low interest”.
At his second interview the conclusions were similar
“Looks good type of lad, a little on the slow side, very willing. Prefers pilot,
should be OK for aircrew”.
Mark did better than may have been expected during Initial Training. He was
not thought suitable for a commission but was recommended for a Pilot or, as
second choice, an Observer.
“This airman is quiet and not very aggressive, but keen on his work and has
applied himself well. He stood well above the average in his class. He is reliable
and serious, but should prove a good man in aircrew”.
Mark was sent on to Elementary Flying School from December 1941 to February
1942. He tended to bank insufficiently on turns but was very good on aerobatics.
He passed as average in Flight training and was recommended for single engine
aircraft. From here, he went to Service Flying Training from March to July 1942.
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In Service Flying Training, Mark performed very well and was rated above
average, a very good pilot with no outstanding faults. He was a little overconfident but flew accurately with excellent judgment and air sense. His
Ground Training Officer found him humorous and intelligent with “a spasmodic
desire to work”. He was awarded his pilot wings on 31 July 1942.
On 30 November 1942, Mark was posted to No. 135 squadron in Patricia Bay,
where, at the end of January, he was promoted to Flight/Sergeant. For five days
in February he was in the Station Hospital with what was at first diagnosed as a
case of mumps and later revised to an impacted wisdom tooth, which was dealt
with.
Mark’s RCAF career came to an end the following month when the Hawker
Hurricane he was flying was hit by another aircraft and he bailed out over the
sea. It was almost three hours before he was located, by which time he had
drowned. The pilot of the other plane was unharmed.
Mark Beazer was born 20 June
1920 in Creston, in the
Kootenays in B.C., Canada. His
parents were Royal Mark Beazer
and Elva Broadhead. Three sons
and a daughter had been born
before Mark, the eldest had died
aged six in 1918. Three more
sons and three more daughters
were born after Mark. Both
parents were born in Utah, USA
and had emigrated to Canada
and obtained Canadian
citizenship. The family belonged
to The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints.
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Details of Crash
On 22 March 1943, F/O Pallen, a Flight Commander of No. 135 squadron,
authorized four Hawker Hurricanes in formation to perform a submarine
exercise south of Victoria. Mark Beazer was pilot of Number Two Hurricane;
542. The aircraft were to take off at 2:10 pm and rendezvous at Discovery Island
at 2:20 pm in preparation for the exercise. They were to fly in ‘loose turn astern’
formation, i.e. 1½ to 2 wing spans apart. All four pilots were competent for this
exercise and the leader was particularly efficient.
According to the lead pilot, F/S Jackson, the aircraft had been circling Discovery
Island for five or ten minutes, getting into formation, when one of them called
him to say he had cut off the tail of Number Two; Beazer’s, Hurricane. At first,
Jackson did not hear the message properly and thought the call was to say that
they were on his tail, or in formation. As Jackson was about to reply, he noticed
two aircraft pull off to the side, one of which looked to have had the rudder and
elevators damaged. He flew towards the crippled aircraft and tried to contact
him by radio. The aircraft was losing height, bouncing about and after two or
three minutes got worse and pieces started to drop from the tail. Jackson
instructed Beazer to bail out, and shortly after, saw the Hurricane spiral down to
the water. As Jackson called base to inform them of the accident, he saw the
pilot parachuting down and followed him, notifying base that the pilot had
bailed out and that he was circling his position in the water. After circling two or
three times, Jackson noticed Number Four Hurricane nearby and flew off
toward a CPR boat two miles away, to notify it of the crash. When he returned to
the location of the pilot it was very difficult to see him as the parachute had sunk.
An RCAF boat joined the CPR boat and Jackson, thinking Beazer had been
picked up, returned to base. It was, in fact, 4:45 pm when Beazer was finally
located by a Supermarine Stranraer and picked up, by which time he had
drowned.
The Patricia Bay Diary for 22nd March says:
“At 14:50 advised that Hurricane had crashed between Sidney Is. and Victoria.
The pilot, F/Sgt Beazer, bailed out but unfortunately it was three hours before
his body was recovered from the water. The pilot had been seen to bail out and
had been reported to be picked up.
This regrettable case clearly indicates the necessity of the immediate
organization of an adequate Sea Rescue Service”
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The Court of Inquiry was damning about the inefficiency, errors and omissions
leading to the drowning of F/ Sergeant Beazer. The following conclusions were
reached:
Accident to Hurricane Aircraft 5420
The proceedings of the Court of inquiry held on the accident to Hurricane
aircraft 5420 has been carefully studied in conjunction with D.D.F.C./F.F.S.
and the following conclusions reached:
1.
Aircraft were flying in too close formation for the type of exercise being
carried out.(F/O Pallen was reprimanded for insufficient instruction on the
formation)
2.
The crash boat which was patrolling the range was not notified that the
pilot of the crashed aircraft had bailed out.
3.
No “K” type dinghies had up until that date been supplied to this
Squadron owing to the late date which the R.C.A.F. decided to have dinghies
manufactured.
4.
No Fluorescence Packs were supplied with R.C.A.F. Mae Wests as they
were not on scale of issue.
5.
Black 4 in the formation reported that the pilot of the crashed plane had
been picked up.(when he had not)
6.
While the above were all contributing factors to the cause of the loss of
the pilot concerned, it is our considered opinion that once the pilot was in the
water the particular cause for the loss of the pilot was the fact that there was
no coordination authority to direct the rescue operations. Air Sea Rescue
orders had not been promulgated at the time of the accident and although
recommendations had been forwarded to Western air, they had not been put
into effect.
7.
Air Sea Rescue orders have now been promulgated and it is considered
that they will prevent repetition of the confusion that occurred in this case.
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Victoria Times Colonist 24/3/43

Victoria Times Colonist 23/3/43
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Additional Information
Beazer is a hamlet 50 miles southwest of Lethbridge, Alberta, very close to the
USA border. The nearest village with services is Cardston, where Mark went to
school. Beazer was named in 1900 after another Mark Beazer who organized the
first congregation of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints there.
Beazer is not an uncommon name in Utah and no direct relationship seems to
exist between this earlier Mark and F/S Mark Aulde Beazer.
In 1887, Latter Day Saints sent Charles Card to establish a Mormon community
in Southern Alberta. The Alberta Stake, organized in Cardston in 1895, was the
first stake of the church established outside the United States. By 1910, there
were almost 10,000 Latter Day Saints in southern Alberta and in 1913
construction began on the Cardston Temple, a national monument.

Cardston Temple at Twilight
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