Heal, Leslie Earle
Age:

25

Nationality:

Canadian

Rank:

LAC

Unit:

No. 122 Squadron

Occupation:

Aircraft Engine
Mechanic

Service No:

R166554

Birth:

9 April 1919,
Royal Oak, BC,
Canada

Home Town:

Saanichton, BC,
Canada

Death:

6 November 1944
Disappeared while hunting,
Cowichan Lake, BC, Canada

Burial:

Commemorated Ottawa Memorial
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Biography
On Friday the 3 November 1944, LAC Leslie Heal, a 25 year old father of two
small boys, took 48 hours leave to go hunting for the weekend with two friends;
LAC Dennis Titford and a civilian, James McBeth. His leave expired at 5:00 pm
on Sunday.
The three friends drove in Heal’s car from Saanichton to Cowichan Lake, where
they stayed overnight. After hunting all day on Saturday they left Cowichan
Lake on Sunday at 6:00 am and drove to ‘Camp 10’, where they started hunting
around 8:00 am. It was wet and foggy all day. After lunch they separated out
and at about 1:30 pm Dennis Titford heard a shot followed by a call from Heal.
He could not understand what was said. Titford rejoined McBeth, who had not
seen Heal for some time, and the two headed for the area where the shot was
fired, calling and searching for Heal. They fired the agreed signal of two shots
followed by three shots with no response. After waiting around, they decided
Heal must have shot a deer and was packing it out to the car, so they returned to
the car at about 4:00 pm. There was no sign of Heal. McBeth and Titford fired
shots every 15 minutes and after dark and lit a large fire that they tended all
night. On Monday they took the spare keys of the car, drove to Hillcrest Lumber
Mill and telephoned the BC provincial police.
There followed a huge and extensive search involving RCAF personnel, men
from the Kent Regiment, police, and loggers very familiar with the area. On
November 10th, a rifle shot was heard and footprints found, but no other clues as
to Heal’s whereabouts. The search was hampered by the poor weather and the
densely forested and mountainous terrain. Not knowing exactly where Heal had
wandered away from and the ground being saturated from the rain, the search
parties saw no value in using dogs. The search continued until 33 days after
Heal’s disappearance.
At the inquiry into the accident, two of the BC provincial police gave the
opinions:
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Leslie Heal was born 9 April 1919 at Royal Oak, BC, to Gilbert Edward Heal and
Annie Elizabeth Sherratt. There were already two children, Victor Gibert, b.1917,
and Vera Elizabeth, b. 1918 and Leslie would be followed by two more children,
Gordon Ralph, b. 1920 and d. 1922, and Phyllis Irene, b. 1927. Gilbert was a
farmer in North Saanich BC.
In July 1940, Leslie married Yvette Jeanne Bachand. They had two sons,
Michael Earle in 1941, and Kenneth Edward in 1943.
Leslie had a grade 8 education and was employed as a carpenter. He enlisted in
the RCAF for ground duties on 22 May 1942, having had two years as a private
in RCASC.
His preference was to be an Aeroplane Engine Mechanic and he was trained for
this, in Edmonton, St. Thomas and Vancouver, before being posted to No. 122
squadron at Patricia Bay, BC.
Although he went missing in early November 1944, it was not until August 1945
that Leslie was officially declared dead.

HLE3

HLE4

HLE5

HLE6

