Age:

Nationality:

Rank:

Unit:

Occupation:

Service No:

Birth:

Home Town:

Death:

Burial:

Heal,

25

Canadian

LAC

No. 122 Squadron

Aircraft Engine
Mechanic

R166554

9 April 1919,
Royal Oak, BC,
Canada

Saanichton, BC,
Canada

Leslie Earle

LAC., LESLIE HEAL

On or about 5 November 1944

Disappeared while hunting,
Cowichan Lake, BC, Canada

Cremated at Royal Oak, Victoria in 1969
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Biography

On Friday the 3 November 1944, LAC Leslie Heal, a 25 gar old father of two
small boys, took 48 hours leave to go hunting for the weekend with two friends;
LAC Dennis Titford and a civilian , James McBeth. His leave expired at 5:00 pm
on Sunday.

The three friends drove i n Haalak@svheeear fr
they stayed overnight. After hunting all day on Saturday they left Cowichan

Lake on Sunday at 6: 00 am and drove to 6
around 8:00 am. It was wet and foggy all day. After lunch they separated out

and at about 1:30 pm Dennis Titford heard a shot followed by a call from Heal.

He could not understand what was said. Titford rejoined McBeth , who had not

seen Heal for some time and the two headed for the area where the shot was

fired, calling and searching for Heal. They fired the agreed signal oftwo shots

followed by three shots with no response. After waiting around, they decided

Heal must have shot a deer and was packing it out to the car, so they returned to

the car at about 4:00 pm. There was no signof Heal. McBeth and Titford fired

shots every 15 minutes and after darkand lit a large fire that they tended all

night. On Monday they took the spare keys of the car, drove to Hillcrest Lumber

Mill and telephoned the BC provincial police.

There followed a huge and extensive search involving RCAF personnel, men
from the Kent Regiment, police, and loggers very familiar with the area. On
November 10, a rifle shot was heard and footprints found, but no other clues as
to Heal 6 s wher e avasthanipered bylthe @oorsweatherard the
densely forested and mountainous terrain. Not knowing exactly where Heal had
wandered away from and the ground being saturated from the rain, the search
parties saw no value in using dogs. The search continued unit 33 days after
Heal 6s di sappearance.

At the inquiry into the accident, two of the BC provincial police gave the
opinions:
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Teking into consideration the country, such as the mountains
apd heavy underbrush and second growth and salal bdrush and
the tine of year, coupled with the low visidility and the
lack of equipment this man had, it i3 very likely he was oo
exhausted within three or four days as to be utterly belpless,

As the ares coversd Jdurins the entire search was plotted on &
map, I am of the op'rtom that a further search would b useless, as the
aiseing man possibly wandered inte the vast douse tisbored ares of Harris
or lens Creeck and will prodably never bde found, In =y opirion he could
not have survived more than three or four days owihg %o wonther oonditions,

Leslie Heal was born 9 April 1919 at Royal Oak, BC, to Gilbert Edward Heal and
Annie Elizabeth Sherratt. There were already two children, Victor Gibert, b.1917,
and Vera Elizabeth, b. 1918 and Leslie would be followed by two more children,
Gordon Ralph, b. 1920 and d. 1922, and Phyllis Irene, b. 1927. Gilbert was a
farmer in North Saanich BC.

In July 1940, Leslie married Yvette Jeanne Bachand. They had two sons,
Michael Earle in 1941, and Kenneth Edward in 1943.

Leslie had a grade 8 education and was employed as a carpenter. He enlisted in
the RCAF for ground duties on 22 May 1942 having had two years as a private
in RCASC.

His preference was to be an Aeroplane Engine Mechanic and he was trained for
this, in Edmonton, St. Thomas and Vancouver, before being posted toNo. 122
squadron at Patricia Bay, BC.

Although he went missing in early November 1944, it was not until August 1945
that Leslie was officially declared dead.

In April 1969, the tree transplanting crew of a logging company found a skeleton

in the Dymple Lake area where Leslie wentmissing. With the skeleton, were a

ring, a watch, a whistle, gumboots and a .303 @libre rifle. Based on the ring,

Victor Heal identified the remains as being those of his brother, Leslie, an

identification accepted by the coroner at the inquest. The cause and time of

death were registered as exposure on, or around, the  November 1944. At the

time of Leslieds di s app eachaasrcamplainedithas f a mi
the Government seemed more concerned about the loss of the rifle than about

Leslie.
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Returning to their homes
Thursday night, members of an
eight-man search party which
this week pushed through from
Lake Cowichan to the West Coast
in search of LAC. Leslie Heal,
said they had been confronted
with more rugged mouyntain ter-
rain and heavier undergrowth
than they knew existed on Van-
couver Island.

Trapped in the bottom of a
canyon on a: branch of Lens
Creek, only 50 ‘miles from Vic-
toria, Constable J. Gibault, BCI
POllce officer at Sidney and |
.| leader of the expedition, said the
.{party had to scale a wall of the |
*| canyon 2,500 feet high to get out,
Constable Gibault said he be-
-| lieved Heal, 26-year-old Patricia

while hunting near: Camp 10,
Lake Cowichan, Nov. 5, had en- |
~| tered this deep canyon and tried |
to get out by scaling one of the
- steep walls,

i In some places, Constable
.| Gibault said, the cliffs rose
.| straight up for about 1,500 feet. |
Mountain peaks 3,000 feet high
./hem in the practically unfre-
.| quented valley.

“I never saw anything like it
before,” he said, adding the
.| closest simulation to this coun- |

try he had seen was in the‘

.| Rockies.
The undergrowth, he said, was |
i | deeper thair any he had ever had | '
;| to contend with and had been|
rain-drenched for several days |
.| before the party pushed through.

Unable to push through the
undergrowth with heavy packs, |

Searchers for Hé-al.”Scéalle

2500-Foot Canyon Wall

Lake Cowichan on Wednesday.

the party spent two nights in
the woods without sleep, for they
had no blankets. They returned
home exhausted.

Having abandoned hope of find-
ing the airman hunter alive, the
search is being carried on for
his body by a party of 11 .men
who went into the woods ‘from

]1

-|Bay airman who disappeared ||

iBig Search Begins
‘For Missing Hunter

LAKE COWICHAN (Special) s
| —A search party of a score of |

‘| hunters, loggers and mllma|
; rangers, led by Constable A.,

Grant of the B.C. Police, today | '
was augmented by a party of 50f
experienced woodsmen from Dun-
can in the combing of the Robert. | ;
| son River area for LAC. Les E. |
Heal, 24, of Patricia Bay, mxssmg
since Sunday.

Search for the lost man »\ho‘
entered the wocds last Friday to
hunt with two companions, one of
whom was LAC. J  McBeth,
| started Monday after young Heal
| failed to come out of the woods.

Heal was to have returned to |
Patricia Bay station at 4 Mon-
| day. His wife, Yvette, and two
| children. live near Sidney. He is |
the son of Mr, and Mrs. G- E. |
Heal, Saanichton.
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Party Searches 1,700-foot (;anyoh for Lost Flier

&

st X y by ¢ 3 s d
Returning to an advanced camp on Lens Creek, three miles from Camp 10, Lake Cowichan, a group of 40 rangers
and lumbermen who have been searching for LAC. Leslie Heal, missing since Nov. consume 35 gallons of hot
coffee. Centre, wearing felt hat, is G. Heal, father of the lost hunter; extreme right, Constable Robert Ross,
Shawnigan Lake. Type of terrain searchers had to contend with is shown in the picture, taken on the only day during

the first week of the search when it didnt rain, Heal was last seen on ridge in background,

Lz%ﬁgﬁé‘;%ﬁ

—Ph )
. land rescue squad communicates with plane. LAC. Awrnason, left, holds a

“walk alkic nd right is LAC. Wally Anderson listening intently over a receiving
set, ACI, Fridfinnson, centre, takes down a ‘message, while Verne Palliser, one of the
search party, looks on. See Story Page 2.
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Daily Colonist 13t April 1969
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